\$2.00 per year 


25c per copy 


Social Questions. 


ij ‘TEN 


of the Methodist Federation for 
within the Church the sense of 


Jesus. 


class or group discriminations and privileges. 


oo “Sees maces erent organization which seeks to deepen \ Msgs h st } 
soc obligation and opportunity to stud from th hr f 
point of view, social problems and their solution; and to pronots a ei eirigent j f 


social action in the spirit of Se OY ae maT \ Wee i 


The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the economic base for Jpn 
society and seeks to replace it with social-economic planning to develop a ‘society without ——S— 


Volume 37 


MAY, 1947 


“We Don't Give a Damn About the Greeks” 


Rev. Enaar N. Jackson * 


It was the usual Greek blue-black night, its velvet quiet 
broken only by the sound of an occasional rifle-shot—X-ist 
at Elas, or Elas at X-ist. Captain Nolan, an American 
medical officer, and I were sitting in front of a large fire- 
place in an Athens hotel-room talking with several British 
officers. For nearly two hours we had been discussing the 
varied angles of the Greek problem. Captain Nolan and 
I had been rather unpleasantly persistent in pointing out 
that the English were using the wrong methods in trying 
to achieve their announced goals of stability and democracy 
under a constitutional monarch. Finally, as if he could 
stand the goading no longer, an English major shouted 
vehemently, “You Americans will never understand our 
policy until you see that we don’t give a damn about the 
Greeks”. 

_ A little more than a year has passed since that night. 
Now the British are bowing out of the peninsula, their 
‘policy a failure, and the people of the United States are 
being asked to take over—at their own expense, as usual. 
raises the question as to whether or not we are also 
taking over the British policy of “Damn the Greeks”. 
_ There are three major questions involved in the Greek 
roblem, and we need to answer them before we can pro- 
intelligently. The first is, “Do we want to help the 
eks?” The second is, “Do we want to hinder the com- 
lists?” and the third, “Do we really believe in democ- 
9” Let’s look at these questions. rs 
e Greek people are a sick, hungry, and desolate people. 
y all of them are suffering from malnutrition. I 
spoken to an audience of five hundred women in 
s without spotting one reasonably stout woman in 
wd. I was there for months before I saw a dog. 
third of the population is suffering from malaria 
ulosis and there is no adequate public health pro- 
_ Children have the running sores on their bodies that 
t deficiencies. Welfare workers have told me 
rdest job was to come into a family with six chil- 
it forced to tell them that they could supply just 
unt of food for four, and then, on the basis 
ical chance of survival, would have to 
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- Greek groups from the Center through the Left, and King 


travesty on an “unfettered” election. — 


by their own investig: 


source of life and its main industry. Greek ships carried 
a large share of Mediterranean shipping, but the harbors 
of the Mediterranean now show hundreds of rusting, seut- 
tled hulks that were once the main fleet of the Eastern 
Mediterranean. The Greek harbor towns have thousands 
of idle seamen who contribute to the general unrest. 
Greece cannot take the first and most important step 
towards its own recovery without ships. 

Now, we have hundreds of Liberty ships standing idle. 
Could we not do the Greeks more good by sending them 
ships rather than munitions? But Great Britain is jealous 
of the merchant trade in the Mediterranean, and is not 
anxious to see the Greek merchant marine revived. So 
Whitehall shakes its head, and the United States sends no 
ships to Greece. “Damn the Greeks” says London, and 
Washington utters a somewhat bewildered ‘Amen’. 

The Greeks wanted a democratic government. They had 
earned the right to one through years of heroic resistance 
to the Germans and Italians. But a truly democratic gov- 
ernment in Greece would have limited outside control and 
insisted on its own sovereignty. The only sure investments 
in Greece are public utilities and an international cartel 
made up of American, British and German money owned 
or operated the Greek public utilities. From the time of 
the formation of the reactionary Greek Mountain Brigades 
in Egypt during the war, Prime Minister Churchill planned 
the restoration of the monarchy. When the EAM (leftist 
coalition) government demonstrated its popularity with an 
estimated 85 per cent of the Greek people after the invaders 
were driven from the peninsula, the British-backed Mount- — 
ain Brigades took drastic action to end the EAM coalition 


government and set up a government favorable to a restora- 


tion of the monarchy. It was under such circumstances 
that the “democratic” election on the restoration of the 
monarchy was held. The elections were boycotted by all 


George II was voted back on the throne in a farcical 


Two British parliamentary committees have investigated 
the Greek problem and reported to their government. They 
urged the establishment of a coalition government, with- 
drawal of British troops, and a sound, democratic progr 
of reconstruction. Their reports and recommendations 
ignored. Now we are to undertake a program — 


vention that copies the pl e British w re uw 
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nated our support of UNRRA in spite of the general 
acceptance of the LaGuardia program by the other par- 
ticipating nations. When the British parliamentary com- 
mittee urged sound democratic reconstruction, we proposed 
sending in military supplies. When common sense urged 
that we send ships, we sent guns. 

The excuse for all this is that we want to stop the spread 
of communism. That raises our second question, “Do we 
want to stop the communists?” Our answer is that we 
want to encourage the growth of nontotalitarian govern- 
ments and limit the growth of totalitarianism. But how? 
Here we have to realize that we are dealing with two quite 
different things. The Soviet Union is a Socialist govern- 
ment preaching communism. It is an entity. We can deal 
with it as an entity. We can get tough with it or try 
to conciliate it. But communism, in Greece or anywhere 
else in the world, is not a government but an idea. We 
cannot get tough with ideas, for there is no way of hitting 
an idea over the head with a blunt instrument. It’s been 
tried lots of times and has never worked yet. 

What are the ideas uppermost in the Greek mind today? 
Well, they want food. It is no secret to them that food 
was distributed more satisfactorily and efficiently in Jugo- 
slavia than in Greece. They want medicine. It is no 
secret to them that Russia has one of the best public health 
programs in the world. They want reconstruction. It 
is no secret to them that British imperial interests have 
tried to slow down industrialization in India, Palestine, and 
Egypt as well as in Greece. Communism may not have 
any appeal for us, but if the Greeks get the idea (and they 
are getting it) that communism means food and health and 
more goods and less drudgery than capitalist-democracy 
does, they are certain to want it. And if they want it they 
will eventually get it. 

But the Greeks are individualists. They have a tradi- 
tion of small garden plots and small business. Even during 
the war when communists were energetic in organizing the 
resistance movement, their ideas took little root because 
the people thought of deliverance in terms of democracy, 
not communism. But these two years of sore disillusion- 
ment are making many desperate. One member of a 
guerrilla band who had lived in the United States years ago 
told me that the Russians tried to make communists and 
failed, but that the British had made more communists than 
the Russians had ever been able to do. 

If we want to frighten the Russian government we can 
do it in Greece. It is certainly no secret to the Russians 
that we have spent millions of dollars building permanent 
installations at four Greek airfields capable of handling 
heavy bombers. They know that we can control Asia 
Minor, the Balkans, and Southern Russia from these air- 
fields. And the atom bomb is never very far from their 
thoughts. 

Also there is the matter of Middle East oil. When 
Russia sought to develop the oil fields in Iran she offered 


that country a plan whereby 49 per cent of the stock would 


be held by Russia and 51 per cent by Iranians. This was 
denounced in the United Nations and throughout the world 
as Russian imperialism. But the plan that was finally 
adopted gave Britain the right to exploit the Iranian oil, 
with 80 per cent of the stock being owned by the British 
and only 20 per cent by Iranians. Yet nobody—certainly 
nobody in the United States government—shouted “imperial- 
ist!” at, the British. When the Russians asked the United 
Nations to investigate Greece and the British countered 
with a demand for the Russians to get out of Iran, it might 
have fooled the American and British people, but not the 
people of the Middle East. Too often the attitude of the 
Russians has been more reasonable than that of the western 
powers. 

We are in a position of extreme moral jeopardy in 
Greece. We do not seem to sense that the strongest weapon 
the Russians have against the atom bomb is the spiritual 
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power of ideas. The Russians are realists. They are power 
politicians. They are tough. But those very qualities give 
them a knowledge of the strength of non-physical forces 
to counteract the power of the atom bomb. And our State 
Department, dominated as it now is by the military with 
its preoccupation with military power and the strategy 
of the next war, gives little weight to the moral and 
spiritual factors. 

So, while we may strengthen our position for the mili- 
tary struggle we weaken our position for the real struggle, 
the struggle of ideas. And in the process we become 
involved in a serious act of intervention in Greece. 

If we are to be alert in using the only force that can 
counteract totalitarian communism, we need to ask our third 
question, ‘“Do.we-really believe in democracy?” Not just 
in the word we-use so glibly, but in the democratic idea? 

In Greece we apparently have the answer in a test-tube. 
The Greek people fought against great odds and in spite 
of the most vicious reprisals for four years against the 
Italians and Germans. They were fighting for democracy. 
When liberation came they were ready with a democratic 
coalition government which had already proved itself by 
directing the underground struggle against the foe. Its 
program was simple..and moderate—more schools, better 
child care, the development of cooperatives and clinies, the 
expansion of public health facilities, equal rights for women, 
and adequate civil service. Edmund Wilson, reporting for 
the New Yorker magazine saw the EAM program as 
follows: 


“Tt had become very plain to me since I had come 
to Greece that the movement (HAM) . .. was neither 
a chess play directed from Moscow, nor a foray of 
bandits from the hills, but a genuine popular movement 
which had recruited almost all that was generous, 
courageous, and enlightened in Greece; the most spirited 
among the young, the most clear-sighted among the 
mature.” 


Four of the Archbishops of the Greek Church gave their 
support to the movement. One told me he thought it was 
the only way for the much-needed reforms, both in Church 
and State, to come about. 

The British broke this government by force of arms and 
put in its place the men who had supported the Metaxas 
dictatorship, who had collaborated with the Germans, and 
now were willing to sell the interests of their people for 
British arms and favors. Has such action increased the 
respect for western “democracy” in Greece? 

The British had a great backlog of goodwill in Greece, 
due to the heroism of the small Royal Air Force unit that 
fought a delaying action against the Germans, and because 
of the New Zealand troops who kept on fighting throughout 
the war with the Greek resistance forees. Now the British 
are materially bankrupt and have overdrawn their account 
of goodwill. The Americans still have a little goodwill 
left, but it is dwindling fast. If we, like the British, show 
more faith in the Rightist dictatorship that the Greek 
people have repudiated than in the democracy they want 
we cannot help but bolster their willingness to cooperate 
with communism. And further, if at every threat of the 
expansion of the communist idea we desert democracy we 
seem to indicate that we feel that democracy is no match 
for communism in the arena of ideas and that our real 
faith is in dictatorship. 

_ A totalitarian regime in Turkey prolonged the war through 
its neutrality and by harboring Franz Von Papen and his 


espionage ring. Now we are willing to bolster that recime — 
against the threat of an idea. A few years ago we cae 4 
to intervene in Spain because we did not wish to “meddle”? 


in the internal affairs of that country. No illin, 

jump into Greece with all-out aid, Ke ais ied 

to a government nowhere nearly as representative as 

of the Spanish Republic. What are people supposed to 
oe (Continued on page 78) fone i 


O_O ee eerie 


Social Progress in Puerto Rico 


Marx A. Dawser * 


We have been hearing much of late about the dependent 
peoples of the world. War has sharpened the issue, and it 
is now clear that we must deal with the underlying causes 
of dependency or there can be little peace in the world. 

The United States has been giving a lot of advice to other 
nations on how they should deal with their dependent 
peoples, forgetting that we too have them, and that per- 
haps our best contribution would be to give a good demon- 
stration of how a Christian democratic nation should deal 
with the problem. We could begin in Puerta Rico. The 
encouraging fact is that we are actually beginning to handle 
the issue in Puerto Rico, and I am convinced that the ex- 
periment now going forward on the island will have tre- 
mendous value, not only for Puerto Rico but for the United 
States and perhaps other nations. 

Next year—1948—we shall have had full Federal control 
of Puerto Rico for fifty years, but in many ways, measured 
in terms of relative progress, Puerto Rico is worse off today 
than it was fifty years ago. A recent report of the commis- 
sion on Puerto Rico—a United States commission—states : 
“The problem of Puerto Rico is progressive landlessness, 
unemployment, and an implacable growth of population.” 
This certainly states the case succinctly. 

When we took over Puerto Rico in 1898 there was a 
population of about 850,000 people and 104,000 cows. 
Thirty years later there was a population of: 1,300,000 and 
less than 60,000 cows. Today there is a population of about 
2,150,000 people and less than 30,000 cows. Someone will 
ask, Why cows? The answer is that cows are a pretty good 
barometer of the social welfare and physical status of the 
people. Tell me how many cows there are and I will tell you 
the condition of the people. 

In Puerto Rico there are fewer cows because there is less 
grass due to the fact that during the past fifty years the 
land has gone over to the sugar companies to raise sugar 
to make rum. The major part of Puerto Rican sugar goes 
into rum—it is more profitable—and so we have more rum, 
therefore less milk, therefore more tuberculosis. Fifty-seven 
per cent of the children had never tasted milk until Mrs. 
Rexford Tugwell, the wife of the recent governor, made 
possible milk stations to insure a bottle of milk each day 
to the children. 

This gradual passing of the land into the hands of the 
sugar corporations has taken place during the past fifty 
years in spite of the laws that restricted the ownership of 
land to 500 acres for any corporation. Congress passed this 
law in 1920. At that time, according to the recent report of 
the Caribbean Land Conference, there was not a single 
corporation holding land in Puerto Rico. The report further 
states that some 35,000 farmers owned and operated the 
farms upon which they lived. About 93 per cent of the 
agricultural land was in the hands of family farmers. The 
report also states that there was no starvation. Today less 
than 10 per cent of the land is in the hands of the family 
farmers. Six hundred thousand people are squatters living 
between the fence and the road, or in the stinking mud flats 
like El Fonguito on the edge of San Juan. It is stated that 
some seven thousand families are living in these squatter 
eabins in El Fonguito; no one knows how many individuals 
are included. é 

Puerto Rico can never be an industrial island. There is 
the possibility of some development, dependent upon the 


 inereased water power and electricity and the growing of 
~ certain products that would lend themselves to manufacturing 


and. export. But the island will continue to depend upon a 
rural economy. Puerto Rico is densely populated, about 
650 people to the square mile, but has approximately 1600 


* Dr. Mark Dawber is Bxecutive Secretary of the Home Missions 
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people to the square mile of arable land. 
a program of rehabilitation is necessary. About 1,000,000 
must be educated and helped to leave the island. Then half 
of those who remain must be helped to get a foothold on the 
land. There are signs of hope now that this will be done, 
nay, this program is already in operation. 

When Rex Tugwell became the governor of the island a 
group of young Puerto Ricans waited upon him to call his 
attention to the law restricting the ownership of land to 500 
acres to any corporation, which no previous governor had 
done anything about, and to ask Tugwell what he proposed 
to do about it. He replied that he would help them put the 
law into practice, and he has kept faith with his promise. 
As a result the land is now being bought back to be used 
by the people. That is why the big capitalistic interests do 
not like Tugwell. 

The restoration of the land to the people and the gradual 
resettlement of the people on the land in Puerto Rico is a 
most interesting development and reflects great credit upon 
the several government agencies that are responsible. The 
program involves various methods of ownership and opera- 
tion. There is first the Proportional Profits Plan. A cer- 
tain amount of the land will of necessity have to remain in 
sugar and be operated in large tracts in order to be success- 
ful. This is held by the Government but operated in the 
interests of the people. Those working on the land in the 
sugar centrals share in the profits on the basis of a dividend 
on their wages. 

It was interesting to note that while the sugar acreage 
had been reduced about 25 per cent the sugar tonnage had 
been maintained. This was due to improved methods and 
greater participation by the workers. 

The second type was the development of small farms, 
large enough to support a family without outside work. 
These average about 20 to 30 acres with a good home. These 
are being bought by the occupants on a forty-year payment 
plan. I learned that many of these people will own their 
farms in twenty years at the present rate of payments. 
They are being helped by the farm experiment agents to 
make the best use of their land, and it was a refreshing 
experience to talk to some of these new farm owners. They 
were enthusiastic in their work and their hopes for the 
future. 

The third type of program is based on one-acre plots. 
New communities of five hundred families are being de- 
veloped on this plan of one acre and a house. These home- 
steads also are being bought on a forty-year plan. At the 

(Continued on page 78) 


This means that 


Here is what our New York East Conference Chapter 
is doing in this emergency: 


Methodist Federation for Social Action 
N. Y. East Conference Chapter 


Dear Federation Member: . 
An S.0.S. has come from Sec. Jack McMichael saying 


"We need $2,000 now to pay our bills and avoid deadly. 
~ retrenchment." THEREFORE we are asking all members 


to do three things IMMEDIATELY. 

1. If in arrears on pledges, pay up, pronto! 

2. If paid up, send a special contribution, $5 if 

ssible! — <a 

3. Make time to see those church-members who would 
take a $5 voting membership if you asked them! 
SEND TO 150 FIFTH AVE., N. Y. THE TIME IS NOW! 
5209 Lewis Davis, Sec. 


Real Foundations for Inter-racial Cooperation 


CHuarLes Harotp Jack * 


Thomas Carlyle wrote of the woman who asked alms at 
the door of another and was turned away empty handed. 
Co-operation was denied on the level which would have 
filled a need. But if denied on one level it was effectively 
demonstrated on another. The occupant of the house con- 
tracted the small-pox from her unwanted visitor. 

The world of social experience is like that. What we 
refuse to acknowledge or deal with on one level of that 
experience turns up to be dealt with on another. 

In our society we do not lack for inter-racial contacts. 
We suffer from the wrong kind. The Negro soldier whose 
co-operation was required while our nation was at war now 
painfully contemplates the spectacle of being barred from 
some of the governments he fought to defend. Accepted 
on one level, he is denied on another. It is often so in 
polities; inter-racial co-operation is urgently invited at times 
to be cooly refused at others. This is so with economic 
co-operation also. The Negro, transported from southern 
homes during World War I to keep the wheels of industry 
in production, now finds it difficult to find living space in 
the northern cities which have relied upon him for Jabor. 
One time he is welcome; at another he is rejected. 

A certain quality is lacking in our social contacts. Real 
foundations for co-operation are needed. But where are we 
to find these real foundations? 
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Let us forget, for a while, the outer world of men and 
their institutional distresses and tensions and let us look at 
life. Are there real foundations for inter-racial co-operation 
in life experience? Surely there are. 

In life there are universal elements which are at the dis- 
posal of all people as persons. The science of mathematies, 
for example, is universal. Its rules and processes are true for 
all people. There is no English mathematics although there 
may be English mathematicians. There is no Jewish mathe- 
matics, although the Jews may well boast of an Hinstein. 
There is no black, brown, white or yellow mathematics, 
although people of those colors can be mathematicians. 
Mathematics is a universal science. 

Just so, life reveals universal elements and principles 
which belong to all people as persons. Looking beneath 
the externalities and superficial differences of people we 
recognize these universals. In persons, transcending per- 
sonality, are meanings. These meanings are deeper than 
human creation. Truth is such a meaning. The truth does 
not rely for validity upon any single person. If a person 
chooses to lie the truth is not destroyed. The truth identifies 
the lie and exposes it. Indeed, if all persons on any single 


day should choose to lie the truth would not be destroyed» 


It is deeper than human accuracy and more durable than 
human fidelity. We do not speak the truth, nor desire to 
hear it spoken, merely because of our own honesty. There 
seems to be a positive pressure favoring truth which per- 
meates life. As a stream of water, flowing underground, 
will moisten the soil particles above it, so truth seems like 
a flowing stream, deeper than humanity, yet accessible to all 
humans. If this were not so the follies and falsehoods of 
one generation could become the permanent liabilities of 
society. Fortunately each generation receives a fresh “flood” 
of truth which makes possible the redirection of the course 
of events. ; 

There are many universal elements in personality. We 
speak of righteousness as such, of beauty, of aspiration, 
hope, love, mercy. While any person can reveal them, no 


* The Rev. Charles Harold Jack is Pastor of Boar st 
Church, Youngstown, Ohio. age tag 


person or group of persons can own them. Those who 
reveal them are possessed by them. : 

Such elements are distributed amongst humans with an 
amazing prodigality. As they seem perpetually to be dis- 
tributed we say they are eternal. 

The strangeness of these elements in persons was dealt 
with by Plato, In a parable he likens men to captives 
chained in a cave and in such manner that they can not see 
the entrance but only the wall before them. Outside this 
imaginary cave is a roadway along which people walk 
carrying all manner of objects. Beyond the roadway is a 
fire, the light of which casts the shadows of the walkers 
into the cave and onto the wall which the chained ones 
see. The captives can judge the true nature of the real 
objects outside only by shadows thrown before them on 
the wall. 

This suggests the manner in which the universal elements 
of experience are revealed to men. We do not see reality 
but we witness its “shadows”. And the shadowed outlines 
of reality become the enduring substance of human experi- 
ence for all receptive persons. 


II. 


We are prepared now for a second insight. The universals 
of experience referred to above become the enduring guaran- 
tors of the dignity of persons—of all persons. 

To say this another way, persons are the fountainheads 
of reality. As a religious person I say that God has chosen 
personality for His conscious self-expression. 

The only other possible explanation for this inherent dig- 
nity of personality, based on transcending universal ele- 
ments, is that men achieve this by their own virtue and 
ability. That is too absurd to believe. It would give the 
power of reason more credit for creativity than it deserves. 
The movement of self-hood towards life fulfillment is too 
great a mystery to be regarded as essentially a rational 
thing. It is broader and deeper than logic. The philosopher 
Bowne said: “Reason... is only the formal outline of pos- 
sibility and contains nothing specific and actual. The actual 
is found, not deduced; it is a fact of experience, not an 
implication of reason.” 

The essential elements of personality are given to us. We 
find them in experience. We do not create them; we merely 
organize them. Dignity dawns upon us when we begin to 
realize how much we and others have been given. Each 
person deserves the recognition of their dignity because 
each person has been given the elements which are founda- 
tional in personality. 

This places the grounds of dignity where they belong. 
It puts persons at the center. We are forced to look sus- 
piciously upon all outer trappings; dress, place, possession, 
color, form. None of these are essential to real dignity. 

In a delightful autobiography the sculptor, Erie Gill, 
whose work involved a knowledge of form, claims we ought 
to regard ourselves, with humor when we consider our bodies. 
Also with a degree of humility, since all men, regardless of 
position, seem to have the same intestinal length and all 
blow their noses. But he continues to point out that we 
are nonetheless of cosmic importance since we think (though 
bogey): we will (though feebly), and we love, Oh yes, 
we do : 


|. PEP ee 
We now make some claits in terms of what has been 
said. . fate: ot ee 
The real reason for wanting a better world is that people 
deserve a better world. The real reason for granting equal 
; (Continued on page 78) 


Editorial 


In this issue of the BULLETIN we are giving considerable 
espace to the so-called “Truman Doctrine”. “The editor’s 
i testimony before the House Foreign Affairs Committee is 
| printed, along with Edgar Jackson’s article entitled “We 
| Don’t Give a Damn About the Greeks”, Bishop Hartman’s 
i) letter to President Truman, and Dr. Harry F. Ward’s 
i trenchant “Behind the Headlines” comment: 

No one could go to Washington and have any contact 
with the members of Congress “without coming away com- 
pletely disillusioned about the economie aid features of H. R. 

' 2616—the $400,000,000 grant to Greece and Turkey. Aiding 
the poor, starving Greeks was the farthest thing from the 
minds of the men with whom the editor talked in Wash- 
ington. The issue was Russia—not Greece. Edgar is 
right—they just did not “give a damn” about the Greeks. 
The import of every question that was asked the editor by 
the members of the House Foreign Affairs Committee was: 
Why not stop Russia in Greece and Turkey? We've got 
to stop her sometime, when will there be a better time than 
now, when we have the atom bomb and she has not? Let’s 
be realistic—it’s us against them! We didn’t stop Germany 
when we could have, and look what happened! Let’s stop 
Russia—now, in Greece and Turkey.” 

And the tendency is to look upon all who do not want to 
“stop Russia now’ as traitors and subversives who should 
be thrown in jail. 

As Bishop Hartman’s speech at Evanston made clear, the 
Methodist Federation For Social Action has no sympathy 
for any totalitarianism. There are grave ideological differ- 
ences between Communism and Christianity. 

But—and it is time somebody said this and said it very 
clearly—Russia is not Germany and Communism is not 
Nazism and strong-arm methods that might have halted 
German expansion will not halt Russian expansion. 

From a military point of view, Russia is not Germany. 
Unlike Germany she cannot be successfully invaded—at least, 
nobody has ever done it. A huge, amorphous country 
stretching from the Baltic to the Pacific, one sixth of the 
total land surface of the earth, inhabited by 200,000,000 
tough, hardy people, the Soviet Union has plenty of the 
only kind of defense yet devised against the atom bomb— 
space. And in the unity of her people and the capability 
of her government—both demonstrated beyond the shadow 
of any doubt in World War II—she has the best possible 
defense against any kind of propaganda war. 

From an ideological point of view, Communism is not 
Nazism. Nazism was a pagan cult, Communism is an idea. 
And, as Edgar Jackson points out, you cannot erect barriers 
against the expansion of an idea. 

The only way to fight an idea is with another, better idea, 
and while we may think we have a better idea, we are 
going to have an awful time convincing the peoples of the 

_ world who have been oppressed and exploited for a hundred 
: years by our “idea” that it is better than the socialist organ- 


ization of society with its racial equality, outlawing of 


exploitation, etc., of the Soviets. If we are hysterical now 
it is because we are beginning to realize (and the collapse 
of the British empire has brought this home to us) that 
perhaps our idea cannot stand and compete openly for world 
support with the Russian idea. 

The way for us to compete with the Russian idea in the 
arena of world opinion is to strengthen our idea and make 
it work here at home. Our idea will have to be pruned of 
its unChristian racism, its social snobbery, its fear of change, 
‘its willingness to exploit. If these things can be done, our 
democratic) idea has some strong advantages over the 
ian idea. But if this pruning cannot be done—well, 
re the Asian, African, and Eastern European worlds 
ot going | “i take us as we are, — ES 


blueprint for war 


I have not mentioned the United Nations here because the 


United Nations died on the day that President Truman 
enunciated the “Truman Doctrine”, And nobody in Wash- 
ington gives a damn about that, either. 


"Are property and rank and social precedence and the 
relation of class to class going to be overturned? ... These 
are not the fundamental things. Behind these things stand 
justice and mercy. ... Be ready for any overturnings .. . 
if by them God can come to be more the King of His 
own earth."—Phillips Brooks (1835—1893) 
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Federation in Washington 


On March 19, 1947, Bishop Lewis O. Hartman of Boston, 
president of the Methodist Federation for Social Action, 
sent a letter to President Truman from which the following 
is an excerpt: 

“May I as President of the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action, whose membership includes seventeen Meth- 
odist Bishops and 4,000 ministers and laymen, call your 
attention to a resolution adopted by the March meeting of 
the Executive Committee of which I happen also to be the 
Chairman, The action relates to your proposal for economic 
and military intervention in Greece and Turkey, and I have 
been requested by the Committee to say that it deplores 
the pursuance of such a course, especially since it by-passes 
the United Nations and in our opinion carries with it a 
serious threat of armed conflict. Such a struggle might 
conceivably develop into the “Holy War” against which 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, former President of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America and Vice-President 
of our organization, has uttered repeated warnings. It is 
possible also that the proposal in relation to Greece and 
Turkey might result in the worst depression we have ever 
known. We are, of course, wholeheartedly in favor of 
feeding hungry peoples, but we believe such a service should 
be carried forward on a non-political basis and that the 
whole proposal be handled by the United Nations and not 
by the unilateral action of any one nation.” 

The resolution of which Bishop Hartman speaks and 
which was unanimously adopted by the Executive Committee 
of our organization on March 17 is as follows: 

“President Truman, by-passing the United Nations, advo- 
cates unilateral economic and military intervention in 
royalist Greece and totalitarian Turkey—the beginning of 
world wide economic and military intervention. This policy 
would ruin the great power cooperation which Secretary 
Marshall has urged, undermine the Moscow Conference, 
undercut the United Nations and lead a peace-hungry world 
to war. It involves America’s pursuing a pattern of im- 
perialism which the British people themselves have rejected 
as unworkable and immoral. Too costly for Britain, the 
policy also threatens the United States with depression and 
bankruptcy. 

“We are heartily in favor of feeding starving people in 
Greece and elsewhere, but on a non-political basis and 
through the United Nations. Not less but more food is 
needed for these unfortunate peoples. 

“The Executive Commmittee of the Methodist Federation 
for Social Action deplores the President’s proposals as dan- 
gerous to America and the world, and urges the Congress 
to reject them and to stand firmly by the United Nations, 
as the proper instrument for bringing about peace and 
goodwill.” 

As a substitute for H. R. 2616 our organization urges 
support for the Joint Resolution sponsored by Senators 
Pepper and Taylor and Representative Blatnik, which would 
exclude military aid to Greece or Turkey and would pro- 
vide for the administration of relief by the United Nations 
Organization on a non-partisan basis. This proposed resolu- 
tion would not provide aid of any sort to Turkey, which 
was neutral until the last hour of the War and which through 
its chromium shipments to Germany actually helped to pro- 
long the struggle. No evidence has been introduced to show 
that any economic aid is needed by Turkey, and military 
aid—the only aid envisaged for Turkey under H. R. 2616— 
is a first step towards war. 


* Testimony of Rev. Alson J. Smith, representing Th I 
Federation for Social Action, with aeeauartees at 120 BO ay ee 
New York 11, N. Y., on President Truman’s proposal for economic 
and military aid to Greece and Turkey, H. R. 2616. : 


Lest there be those who say that all opposition to H. R. 
2616 comes from communist or near-communist sources, let 
me call your attention to the statement of the President of 
our organization, Bishop Lewis O. Hartman, made at our 
annual meeting at Evanston, Illinois, on December 31, 1946: 

“The Federation’s purpose is to give practical expression 
to the principles laid down in the Bible, particularly by 
the prophets and the New Testament writers, and even 
more particularly by Jesus Christ Himself.” We utterly 
repudiate the totalitarian principle wherever it is found, 
in Russia or. Germany, in Japan or in the United States 
itself. We oppose the suppression of freedom of speech, 
press and assembly. We reject completely the ideological 
atheism of Russia, just as we reject the practical atheism 
now rampant in many quarters of our own country. While 
recognizing fully the importance of material goods to human 
welfare, we cannot forget the indispensability of unseen 
spiritual values. We denounce violence and coercion as 
principles of achieving power. And of course we will have 
no part or lot in any-methods of dishonesty and deceit. In 
a word, we stand firmly upon the teachings of Jesus, who 
proclaimed the supremacy of love, the sacredness of human 
personality, justice and fair play in human relationships, 
and the brotherhood of all men. 

“With these principles clearly in mind, the Federation 
espouses no ideological pattern, whether communist or 
fascist, but adheres strictly to the program of Jesus summed 
up in the phrase ‘the kingdom of God on earth.’ On this 
basis, we are glad to recognize the good in any system.”’ 

It is in the interest, therefore, of a peaceful and Christ- 
like world that we respectfully urge the Congress to substi- 
tute the Pepper-Taylor-Blatnik resolution for H. R. 2616. 


\ 


~ 
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It isnt serious as iy look Docs The rrachi 
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Behind the Headlines 


The pattern of the new Truman policy is now clear. An 
jiinternational crusade against communism ‘and*® a_ national 
pred hunt. This to cover our imperialist expansion abroad 
and destruction at home of the basie civil rights upon which 
‘the life of democracy depends. It is the Hitler program 
pall over again on a higher level and in a less brutal form. 
__ The Greece and Turkey beginning was planned by the 
J Joint General Staff as part of the preparation for possible 
"war against the Soviet Union. Today this has to be an 
« offensive war, which needs control of the Greek islands and 
t the Dardanelles. This strategy began with the atomie bomb 
| Meckpiling and has from the beginning partially paralyzed 
: our efforts to get world peace through the U.N. 


| * * * * * 
The long range policy of stopping the expansion of Soviet 
| influence was planned by big business and high finance mag- 
nates, including their satellite publishers, to whose invest- 
ment expansion needs and plans Soviet ideas, internal suc- 
cess and influence is a barrier. Assistance was given by the 
Democratic political high command which had learned that 
the Republican slogan for ’48 was to be “Stop the Reds” 
and decided to try and beat them to it. 


* * * * * 


This strategy required by-passing the United Nations 
whose expert 25-year plan for restoring the Greek economy 
could not be used for an anti-Red offensive. By its charter 
the world bank could not loan money for political purposes. 
So we continued the sterilization of the United Nations 
which began with our unilateral policy in China. 

So we proceed to intervention on the anti-democratic 
side of the Greek civil war and deny that we are inter- 
vening. After the last war we intervened in Russia to stop 
Communism there. After this war we intervene to stop it in 
Europe. In the long run we have no more chance of success 
now than we had then. : 

In between the two wars we intervened in another way 
on the anti-democratic side of the Spanish Civil War. Our 
intervention in Greece and Turkey (and in China) bears 
the same relation to the possibility of World War III that 
our intervention in Spain bore to World War II. 


% * % * % 


To think we can continue this policy without sending the 
troops the administration dares not ask for now is to ignore 
all the lessons of recent history. We can never escape 
from the blood-guilt for the killing of Greek (Chinese) 
peasants, who, like the embattled farmers at Lexington, 
are fighting to escape taxation without representation. Those 
who sent to Greece and China the modern weapons of war 
and taught them their use are as much responsible for the 
killings that followed as those who pulled the triggers, drove 
the tanks and dropped the bombs. Like Pilate, we can 
never in history wash that stain from our hands. 


c- &;, - 6 — Se 


This policy knocks the foundation out from under the 
Federal Council plan for peace with Russia, just as it 
destroys the base of the United Nations and the essential 
principle of the Atlantic Charter, the right of all nations 
to choose their own way of life, except the fascist forms of 
government which has proved itself to be the sworn foe of 
democracy to the death. The second-thought attempts of 
1 Truman’s supporters to prove that his policy does not weaken 

the United Nations because we will tell them what we are 
doing are as pitiful as they are tragic. We are completing 
the impotence of the United Nations we began when we told 


A 


them, on a take it or leave it basis, what we were doing 
and going to do in the stockpiling of bombs and on Pacific 
bases. 

% % * bd ee 


The long range, historic tragedy of this arrogance and 
folly is that just when the Marxist analysis all Communists 
follow has concluded that coalition democratic governments 
in Europe make unnecessary the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat we are trying to set up the dictatorship of the dollar, 
enforced by our materials of war and our military experts. 


% % % bal % 


By the time this is printed the first fatal steps on the 
slippery descent into hades the Truman policy ealls us to 
take will have been taken, with some limitations designed 
to hold us at a certain point. Our only chance to turn back 
is to explain the consequences of this policy to the people 
who are being deceived and are deceiving themselves. This 
is to prepare them to oppose the next steps for which the 
support of Congress has to be asked. 


* Ld % % % 


On every issue the demand must be to use the United 
Nations. If it is weak, help it to walk and gain strength. 
If there is Soviet interference anywhere, let the United 
Nations handle it, not make things worse by interfering 
ourselves. If Soviet pressure on Turkey for a base on the 
Dardanelles is dangerous, propose the internationalization 
of the three great world waterways. If oil is the cause of 
conflict, demand international control of all oil reserves. 
At every point stop the forming of an American empire 
and lay the cornerstone of the World Community. 

F. W. 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH 


Seeds of Destiny. Produced by the United States Army. Shown 
privately. Distributed through Church World Service Center, 
New Windsor, Maryland. 

One 1946 Oscar-winning film cannot be shown in American 
theaters. ‘‘Seeds of Destiny,’’ Academy Award winner for 
documentary films was judged too harsh for American audiences 
by the motion picture distributors. Produced by the U. S. 
Army, the 16 mm. sound motion picture tells the true story of 
the children in the war wasted lands, with stirring realism. Are 
they really hungry, homeless, orphaned? ‘‘Seeds of Destiny’s’’ 
answer is still tragically affirmative. In the blasted cities of 
Europe and Asia, uncounted numbers struggle for existence. 
Millions are parentless. Neglected, hungry, ragged, sick, some 
cling to brothers and sisters to keep the remnants of the family 
together. Many do not even know their names. Others band 
together to steal and beg. Living in disease infested ruins, life 
is a constant fight against cold and starvation. 

_Yet in spite of the urgent need, in spite of the neglect that 
forces these children to grow up warped in mind and body, 
unguided and unloved, ‘‘Seeds of Destiny’’ is not shown in 
commercial theaters. Many think the American people do not 
want to see such suffering. But because they believed Americans 
really want the truth, because they knew it was a story that 
should be told, officials of Church World Service, interdenomina- 
tional overseas relief agency for the Protestant and Orthodox 
churches, last fall purchased several copies of the film for use 
by churches and other interested groups. Since then, the demand 
for the film has become so great that at present, more than 150 
copies of ‘‘Seeds of Destiny’’ are being circulated by Church 


- World Service. The film may be had without other rental than 


the payment of express charges. Requests should be sent several 
weeks in advance of the desired date of showing to the Church 
World Service Center, New Windsor, Maryland. This is one 
film no thoughtful person should miss, 

: Ruts Evuiorr 


Rural Social Action 


Development of the Family-Size Farm 


Opposition to land monopoly is nothing new in the United 
States. The traditional American system is the family-size 
farm. 

Two land policies were brought to this country by English 
settlers. One was a relic of the feudal system that was for 
the most part successful in the colonies. Established in 
England by conquest, this manorial system exploited expan- 
sive holdings which were cultivated by slaves, indentured 
servants, or tenants. They were kept intact by laws of 
primogeniture and entail. The small, landed gentry composed 
a relatively small group in the population, and the vested 
interests of ownership which conferred pleasant privileges 
and exempted from unpleasant duties aroused such resent- 
ment in much of the rural population that the prospect of 
the confiscation of Tory estates provided a real incentive 
to farmers to support the Revolution. 

At the same time, especially in New England, the old 
Anglo-Saxon ideal of common land ownership and demo- 
cratic participation in its use according to individual need 
was solidly established. With the Revolution, the system 
of equal right to land, although not common ownership, 
was ascendent in the people’s minds. The system of land 
monopoly was weakened by various Colonial legislatures 
which parceled out the Tory estates as small farms and 
vested the Crown lands (in pre-Revolution times not open 
to general settlement) in the elected assemblies. 

On the recommendation of Alexander Hamilton, the early 
policy of the new republic was to sell large tracts of land 
at low prices, a process which encouraged land speculation 
and discouraged settlement. It was so unsatisfactory a 
policy that in 1796 (20 years after signing of the Declara- 
tion of Independence) the proposal to sell public lands in 
160-acre lots passed the House Committee of the Whole, 
although enlarged to 640 acres before approved by Congress. 
But still there was so much dissatisfaction that upon recom- 
mendation of Secretary of the Treasury Gallatin, Congress 
in 1804 Se the sale of public land in lots as small 
as 160 acres. 

The Preemption Act of 1841 ended the old conservative 
land policy. It gave the right to 160 acres of western land 
to the head of a family or widow, which applicant had to 
swear that he had no more than 320 acres of other land, 


establishing the principle of acreage limitation as an integral . 


part of American land policy. In 1862 the Homestead Bill 
became law over the signature of Abraham Lincoln. It per- 
mitted any single person over 20 or head of a family to 
select 160 acres of land and acquire title after residing on 
the land for a period of 5 years and completing certain 
cultivation requirements without any cash payments. Con- 
_ gress had decided that people were more important than 
revenue. In later years some of the particular details were 
changed but the principle of diffusing wealth by the creation 
of a land- -owing commonweal was held to. 


Land Reclamation Act 


eDy 1890 most of the arable land had been appeapblnase 
eas it became necessary to devise some system of handling 
_ the large blocks of public lands in arid regions. 
he need of providing an outlet for the population-crowded 


men and groups, in such public-land states as Cali- 
0 were snatching up public lands by purchase 


> entry, fraudulent homesteading, ete. 
K lands fi 


_ from irrigated land is enormous. 
by irrigated land standards, and requires considerable | 


Aside from 


st, there was concern because of the unscrupulous activities policies alone are responsible for the li 


nothing of Sar a college serip, “land office - 


The Bureau of Reclamation has been quite successful in” 
holding to this policy. A recent and comprehensive survey 
of land-ownerships served by Federal irrigation shows 
4,460,767 acres held by 108,978 owners. Only 3.7 per cent 
of that acreage can be classed as “known excess land in 
violation.”? But .8 per cent of the water users own excess 
land in this category. Twenty-eight of the 52 survey projects 
contain 1 per cent or less of such land or none at all. 

Of the 108,978 ownerships only 184 or .2 per cent were 
held by corporations. Most of these corporate holdings were 
violations—averaging 532 acres in size—l19 corporations — 
owning 32,006 -acres. 


Family-Size Farms Threatened 


Sheridan Downey, Senator from California, has intro-— 
duced two bills into Congress which threaten the basie prin-— 
ciple of protection for the family-size farm. The first would — 
take off the acreage limitation in the Reclamation projects | 
in California’s rich Central Valley. The second proposes an | 
investigation of the Reclamation projects. 

The social desirability of the first was briefly documented — 
by the comparison between the large acreage farms of Arvin 
and the family size farms of Dinuba (SoctaL Questions — 
BuLuettn, Mar., 1947). If the bill passes, the trend toward © 
land monopoly and the creation of a small, privileged ssroup 
of landowners and a large, landless, servile and exploited — 
mass of land-laborers will be stimulated. Unfortunately, 
the Revolutionary War did not stop land greed. | 

The second bill, an investigation, sounds all right, and 
undoubtedly would not be opposed by the Bureau of 
Reclamation, except that there seems to be a joker in the 
proposal. The intention, apparently, is to hold such an in- 
vestigation in Washington, D. C. Almost all of the Reclama- — 
tion projects are in the far West. Those people who make — 
their living off the average size plots (40 acres) could not 
for the most part afford an expensive trip across the con-— 
tinent, put themselves up at Washington’s expensive hotels, — 
and provide for the other expenses of such an expedition. — 
Only those that represent the opposition to the small hold-— : 
ings—the wealthy and their representatives—could afford to — 
appear at the hearings. Obviously Dawnere proposal is © 
loaded to an unfair advantage. : 


Forty Acres Is Plenty 

Forty acres does not sound like enough land to provide 
a very sound economic basis for a farm family. It is not 
sufficient in ordinary farming. But irrigation is a specialized 
type of soil usage and requires intense effort and careful 
control. The writer knows, he once tried to irrigate three 
acres of potatoes and washed out all his seed! The yield 
Forty acres is about all 
that the ordinary family can be expected to handle. One hun- 
dred and sixty acres, the limit allowed, is a very large farm 


help. To lift the acreage limitation is ony) an invita 
to monopoly and iy gee: 5 
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- The claim of some of the decentralists t! 
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Report of the Executive Secretary 


(This is that portion of the Executive Secretary’s report 
to the Executive Committee on March 17 which deals “with 
the international situation.) The Federation position 
adopted at Evanston was unanimously in favor of United 
Nations control of recently conquered Pacifie bases. Our 
position certainly needs reiteration today, in light of the 
recent statement by Mr. Austin, following the dist turbing 
precedent of Mr. Dulles, insisting on an essentially unilaterial 
and exclusive American administration and control of this 
Pacifie territory. We can consider in this connection the 
recent statement in the New York Times of Mr. John Collier, 
President of the Institute of Ethnic Affairs, who pointed 
out, that we were insisting on “reservation to ourselves of 
the power to drop an iron curtain over the entire three 
million square miles of Micronesia whenever and for as 

_tong as we unilaterally find that ‘security’ makes an iron 
curtain (and a suspension even of liberty of conscience) 
desirable.” This may throw some light on the ominous cur- 
rent development of the naked, unashamed and blatant 
rise of imperialism in the United States. All of this has 
been sharpened by the current evidence of failure and decline 
of British imperialism which many powerful individuals and 
groups would have our democratic nation replace. As an 
example of this imperialist voice which grows ever louder 


in America, witness this statement in the New York Times 


of March 10: “Senator Owen Brewster, Republican of 
Maine warned against letting pre-occupation with Greece 
take this country’s eyes off South America, China and 
France. These nations, he said, are ‘the first three priority 
matters for our concern.’ He cited Communist activities in 
Brazil and Chile and said that the same forces at work in 
Greece were even more active in China, a country important 
in the sense of the Pacific which ‘is owr sea’.’’ 

- Shocking revelation of the extent to which this pretense 
of fighting Communism can be used as a smoke screen for 
serving the cause of imperialism abroad or reaction at 
home, is seen in the fight in committee and in the Senate 


on confirmation of David Lilienthal and other appointees 


to the important Atomic Energy Commission. We know, of 
course, that the real issue here is not one of Communism, 
and that behind the attacks on Lilienthal made by McKellar, 
Bricker and Taft, are the powerful monopoly interests, who 
fear genuine public control of atomic energy and desire the 
extension into that basic realm of the dangerous hand of 
private monopoly. Actually many of those attacking Mr. 
Lilienthal and ranting about New Dealism and Communism 
_ have actually been seeking to undermine the basic goals 


set forth in the atomic energy act within the framework of 


which the appointments have been made. Actually, in other 


_ words, questions have been raised by powerful spokesmen 


not merely about the character of Mr. Lilienthal but far 


more importantly about the soundness of the policies of 


3 eeobne (vs. private) ownership and operation, civilian (vs. 


of iiternational (vs. national or isolationist or impe- 
ist) control. Here we have further and startling evidence 
: ead growing power of monopoly interests in the United 


; and the parallel age in the influence of U.S; 


U. Policy on = ye and Atomic Energy 
d perfectly clear that our 


military training or conscription in peacetime..- 


tary) control, and the development of an effective sys- 


_ will oo to pray: 


Commission of the Methodist Church. It has continued to 
impede seriously the development of that atmosphere of 
international trust and goodwill (and especially trust in 
the dependably peaceful and friendly policies and purposes 
of the United States), which is the first and obvious essen- 
tial for that strengthening of international cooperation in 
all fields, including speedy and drastic disarmament, so 
potently demanded today by scientific facts and by religious 
and ethical imperatives. There is no cause for easy optimism 
today about this basic question of the use of atomic energy. 
Our nation, which introduced atomic energy into the world 
for the end of unparalleled human destruction, continues 
to have the major responsibility. It is for us today to 
reiterate basic Federation program with reference to atomic 
energy and to find more effective ways of implementing the 
will of our membership wih reference to this now burning 
question. 


Our Food Policy 


Our continued unilateral fear-inciting armament race 
practice with reference to atomic energy, the growing power 
of those who advocate imperialistic and monopolistic and 
nationalistic or militaristic direction of future atomic energy 
program in American political life, coupled with our uni- 
lateral and nationalistic approach to conquered Pacifie ter- 
ritories, have understandably raised questions concerning 
the extent to which our nation is genuinely devoted to inter- 
nationalism. Such questions and fears have been aggra- 
vated by the growing political attacks on our government’s 
reciprocal trade policy and by the developing political power 
of those who would lead us back into an era of economic 
nationalism and war. Nor are fears concerning the U.S. 
being allayed by the excessive American budget expendi- 
tures and proposals for armaments and other military pur- _ 
poses, the all-out propaganda of the War Department, the 
President, Secretary of State Marshall, and others, for the 
radical change in American policy implied by compulsory 
We ean 
help defeat the legislation now being proposed and pushed 
for such compulsory military training, if we will speak out 
with increasing effectiveness in line with basic Federation 


program. One of the greatest tragedies of recent days has _ 


been the clear revelation of continued and wholesale starva- 
tion in our world—in Rumania, in Yugoslavia, and in other 
lands. How greatly we need today the UNRRA, which our 
government was decisive in bringing to a premature end! 
How greatly we need the sort of world food cooperation and 
plans so wisely advocated by world citizens like F. H. 

LaGuardia and Bishop Oxnam, as by many religious and 
other organizations, including the Federation! But again — 


the voice of our government’s representatives, unhampered _ 


by any consultation with the people of our land, made such 
a development impossible. 


our fellow men. We who through no particular virtues of 
ours enjoy t the incomparable materal riches of America, an 
who worship Sunday after Sunday in Christian church 
“Give us a 5 aay, our 
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Yes, this season of Lent is still oo 
_a season of acute suffering and starvation for millions of 
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pharisaism in many statements, official and otherwise, con- 
cerning America’s relation to the rest of the world, and 
especially the devastated and suffering Soviet Union. 


Towards Progress or Reaction 

We, as American citizens, have in recent days been 
brought face to face with the crucial question as to the 
direction our government’s foreign policy should take, now 
that popular democratic and urgent economic domestic 
pressure have forced a sharp, outward decline of British 
imperialism. Shall our government now take over the 
essentially imperialistic, counter-revolutionary and anti- 
democratic tasks heretofore performed by troops and finan- 
cial investments of the British Empire? Shall we give 
all-out military and economic support to any of those ill- 
assorted forces in our world who ean meet the test of being 
sufficiently anti-Soviet? Shall we intervene on behalf of an 
out-dated and anti-democratic Greek monarchy, violently 
imposed on the Greek common people by Churchill-directed 
bayonets and guns of British interventionary forces? And 
shall we have the nerve to start this policy of military and 
economic intervention on behalf of reaction, in the allegedly 
holy name of preventing intervention on the part of our 
Russian allies, whom no one has even suggested as guilty of 
having sent soldiers or arms to the soil of Greece, nor as 
having attempted through the use of such interventionary 
armies to dictate the political course of that harassed nation! 
Have we so soon forgotten who did the intervening in 
Greece? Have we forgotten whose troops were guilty of 
shooting down Greek civilians—men, women and children 
on the streets of Athens? Have we forgotten who has been 
giving such decisive and essential support to a monarchical 
and anti-democratic regime which lacked within itself the 
capacity to live and to flourish? Have we forgotten so soon 
the report of the British Parliament Commission concerning 
the nature of the present Greek government and of the 
fundamental social and political reforms which it needs to 
undergo but which it has consistently opposed? Are we to 
support the present war of the Greek government against 
the common people, in spite of the abundant documentary 
evidence as to the fundamentally reactionary and admittedly 
anti-democratic nature of that regime? Are we to repeat 
in Greece the course which has so clearly and miserably 
failed in China? And will Greece, as has been suggested, 
be only the beginning? In other words, will our govern- 
ment, born in democratic revolutionary struggle against an 
imperialist regime, now become the major, and perhaps at 
times the sole, champion and interventionary supporter of. 
anti-democratic reaction and counter-revolution? Certainly 
we should have done with this hypocritical practice of inter- 
vening in countries like China and Greece, under the smoke 
‘sereen of preventing non-existent Russian intervention. If 
any intervention is needed in Greece today, it should certainly 
not be on the part of the United States of America, but on 


the part of the United Nations. If any steps are to he 
taken by our government with reference to Greece (and this ~~ 


could apply to other countries as well), they should be steps 
aimed at bridging, rather than intensifying and making 
permanent, the tragic gulf between Hast and West. The 
historic record would indicate that the best method of effect- 
ing that needed unity and of bridging that tragic gulf is 
hip on our part in opposition to anti-democratic 


on and in support of progressive democracy. It is 
id 
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struggle. Perhaps we should note in passing the follow- 
ing significant sentence from a Peiping, China dispatch to 
the New York Times of March 10: “On the political side, 
beginning February 1, the Government has carried out a 
sweeping purge of all ‘dangerous liberal’ elements.” Couple 
this with the report in the same pro-Kuomintang and anti- 
communist paper of February 26 that 1700 Chinese liberals 
in Peiping have been arrested by the secret police of the 
present government, and the New York Times article’s addi- 
tional statement that “the Kuomintang plans to arrest or 
frighten into submission the large body of liberal opinion 
in North China.” These “fascist” practices have been 
vigorously protested by the Chinese students at Harvard. 
We see then what a great threat to democratic liberalism in 
China has continued to come from the one party dictatorship 
which our government in practice continues to support. 

The road which our government has followed in practice 
in China and which it is now openly proposed that it 
follow in Greece and other lands, is not a road which can 
lead to peace, democracy or programs, but has already 
proved and will continue to prove a road to disaster, to 
reaction, violence, counter-revolution (of which Nazi Ger- 
many has been one recent example) and consequently violent 
revolution waged by peoples who seek and need fundamental 
social and economic changes which they would have pre- 
ferred to gain by democratic, evolutionary and peaceful 
methods—which our policies and practices largely precluded. 


Allies On Whom We Can Count 

The General Assembly meeting of last fall clearly demon- 
strated the existence of significant, progressive forces within 
the United Nations seeking the world of the common man. 
Let us begin to collaborate with these voices and forces in 
supporting rather than opposing, those fundamental social 
and economic changes needed and increasingly demanded by 
the common people of the world. Let us therefore help to 
make it possible for these fellow peoples to walk into their 
better day along paths of progressive democracy and peace. 


We could make no better contribution to the cause of non- 


violence and to a future of peace. It is worthy of reiteration 
that ours is the task more effectively of implementing, 
through education as well as action the basic purposes and 
program of the Federation in this regard. It is for us to 


help our government to learn the lessons of history and of 


prophetic religion, and to reverse its present, disasterous 
course. 


As we wrestle with principalities and powers on behalf 


of the brotherly and democratic commonwealth which is our. 


social goal, let us never forget the common people who 
heard Jesus gladly, and to whom Jesus looked with such 


revolutionary and democratic faith as “salt of the earth” 


and “light of the world”—hope, that is, of the future. In 
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firm alliance with the common people the Federation must 


understand and meet the great challenge which comes to 


it today. J. he ie 4 
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West Coast. ( i ; 
novel by Samuel Shellabarger dealing with the Spanish con- _ 
quest of Mexico, and is proceeding with plans to film it. 


Social Issues in 


The General Welfare. 


THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL RELA- 
TIONS is holding a five-day training conference on com- 
munity education, aimed at developing community leadership 
for effective civic action, at George Washington University, 
Washington, D. C., on May 26-30. 

Representatives of many national and local service groups 
and educational organizations are expected to attend the 
conference. Details on registration and hotel accommoda- 
tions are available at the Institute’s office at 1029 17th St., 
N.W., Washington, D. C. 

The conference agenda lists fifteen subjects for discussion 


‘and study: the characteristics of a good community; re- 


sponsibilities of good citizenship; principles and techniques 
im the dissemination of information; media of information— 
channels and methods; discussion as a preliminary to con- 
structive civic action; principles and techniques of diseus- 
sion leadership; forms of group education; effective use of 
audio-visual aids; local preparation of effective discussion 
materials; utilizing community, state, and federal resources; 
the value and methods of testing; how to plan and conduct 
a conference; discovery and development of potential com- 
munity leadership; spotting and solving community prob- 
lems; and organization and promotion of community-wide 
educational programs. 


A SHARPLY-WORDED ANALYSIS of the Taft 
“Health” Bill (S. 545) released recently by Dr. Channing 
Frothingham, Chairman of the Committee for the Nation’s 
Health, charged that any difference between Senator Taft’s 
1947 version of the bill and last year’s, was definitely for 
the worse. Dr. Frothingham, a prominent Boston physician, 
pointed out that the “Taft Health Bill still seeks to deal 
with an urgent national program, affecting the vast majority 
of self-supporting American families, on the basis of public 
charity. He (Taft) claims that his ‘Health’ Bill is intended 


‘entirely to replace’ a proposed national health insurance- 


measure supported by the Committee For the Nation’s 
Health. The Taft Bill, intended to cover a very small per- 
centage of the population through grants to states, can 
never replace national health insurance which would entitle 
practically every American family to medical care as a right, 
when they need it.” 

Dr. Frothingham concluded: “Senator Taft’s Bill is merely 
a half-hearted gesture intended to still the cry of millions 
of Americans for a real answer to the real problem of 
meeting the high cost of sudden and unexpected medical 


bills. The best answer at hand is national health insurance.” 


THE QUESTION OF HOLLYWOOD’S ‘‘TECHNICAL 
ADVISERS’”’ is involved in another news note from the 
Fox has bought “Captain from Castile,” a 


According to an announcement in the press by Father 
John J. Devlin, pastor of St. Victor’s Roman Catholic Church 
in Los Angeles, who is also the Hollywood representative 


of the Legion of Decency and “adviser to the producers’ 
association on matters religious,” he warned the company 
- when it purchased the novel that it would not be acceptable 
to “the church.” 


It seems that the novel painted a vivid 
icture of the Inquisition as a cruel institution. The villain 
Father DeLora, a cruel and corrupt priest of the 
nquisition. Father Devlin pointed out that that wasn’t the 
th at all, that the Inquisition was just a little campaign 
ed at Jews who had become Roman Catholic converts 


. purpose of subverting Roman Catholic thought. — 


as might have been expected, the writers went to ance with tools of trade, are open to the neweomers, 


Today's World 


work to meet this objection. Now, according to the “adviser 
on matters religious,” the treatment of the Inquisition has 
been toned down, so that DeLora appears very briefly and 
is not shown to be eruel. A bribe which he took in the novel 
has been explained as an outright gift to the church. 


Labor Concern 


TRADE UNIONS IN AUSTRALIA HAVE PRO- 
TESTED TO THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT about the 
policy it has been pursuing in Palestine. The [llawarra 
District Trades and Labor Council sent a protest to the 
British government and to the World Federation of Trade 
Unions, after passing a resolution expressing ‘disapproval 
of British policy towards the Jewish workers in Palestine.” 
In a letter to the British Prime Minister, the Actors Equity 
Association of Australia stated: “We protest against the Brit- 
ish Government’s exclusion of any Jews from Palestine. .. .” 


THE ALABAMA-FLORIDA DISTRICT OF THE CIO 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE extends all the way down 
to the Panama Canal Zone—though Committee Director Van 
A. Bittner didn’t plan it that way. Here’s how it happened: 

Last fall a group of Pan-American Airways cafeteria 
workers in Balboa, Canal Zone, said they wanted a anion. 
Fifty-one of the 55 eligible signed membership cards of 
the CIO Transport Workers—the union to which PAA 
workers at Miami already belonged. 

Then Carey Haigler of Birmingham, director of the 
Alabama-Florida district, was notified the Balboa unit had 
been recognized on a card-check and that his territory ex- 
tended all the way to the Big Ditch! 


International Relations 


GENERALISSIMO FRANCISCO FRANCO OF SPAIN 
has bestowed high decorations on a number of leading 
Argentine functionaries of the Peron regime. Among them 
are the Governor of Buenos Aires Province, the President 
of the Central Bank, and the Under-Secretary for Com- 
merce and Industry. 


‘‘ACROSS BARRIERS’’ is the name of a new move- © 
ment of Swedish women “to combat hatred and narrow- 
mindedness, and in their place create cooperation and con-— 
fidence founded on justice.” One of the group’s activities is 
the promotion of correspondence between Swedish women and 
‘women in countries which have suffered heavily from the war. 
The Swedish movement, according to the British Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom, hopes that 
women in other countries not ravaged by war will inaugurate 
similar groups. Key person in Sweden is Fru Inga Alms- 


trom, 9a, Eriksbergsgatan, Stockholm. (WP) 


THE GOVERNMENT OF PANAMA, through bodies 


established by the recently adopted constitution, will give 
direct. aid to the establishment and development of pro- 


ducers’ and consumers’ cooperatives. 


(WP) 


AS PART OF AN EXTENSIVE PROGRAM of post- __ 


war immigration, Australia is offering special facilities to 
Allied servicemen, particularly of the United States and the 
Netherlands, to encourage them to remain in Australi 
to return after discharge in their homelands. Many go 
ment benefits, such as employment aids, training and 
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The Cooperative Movement 
PLANS FOR THREE CO-OP DEPARTMENT STORES 


were announced here in March by Consumer Distribution 
Corporation. The first store is expected to open about 
March, 1948, near Washington. The other two will be located 
at Irvington, N. J., and Providence, R. I. 

At the same time New Haven (Conn.) co-op members 
in their annual meeting voted for investigation of the possi- 
bility of opening a co-op department store. They also voted 
studies of applianees and a bakery. 


MURRAY D. LINCOLN, PRESIDENT OF THE OO- 
OPERATIVE LEAGUE of the USA, was unanimously 
re-elected to the presidency of CARE at its first annual 
meeting at the Hotel Biltmore here on March 17. 

Thomas Keogh, of the National Catholic War Committee, 
was re-elected secretary; and Harold Miner, Congrega- 
tional Christian Service Committee, was re-elected treasurer. 
Seven vice presidents were chosen. 

Two new agencies have been added to the sponsors of 
CARE, announced Paul French, general manager, They are 
the Seventh Day Adventists and the American Relief for 
Austria. 


THE NATIONAL COOPERATIVE RECREATION 
SCHOOL will be held June 22 to July 5 at Plymouth, 
Wisconsin. Courses will be offered in group leadership, folk 
dancing, community singing, dramatics, puppetry and other 
subjects. Wilbur Leatherman, Central Cooperative Whole- 
sale, Superior, Wisce., is registrar. 


TWO BILLS AIMED AT CO-OPS have passed the House 
of Representatives in Kansas. 

One requires all- co-ops, except electrics co-ops, to file 
annual income tax returns. 

The other requires that all patrons must .be notified of 
savings made and allocated to them within six months after 
the close of the fiscal year. Savings must be returned to 
patrons within five years as patronage refunds or become 
taxable. 

Both bills will now go to the Senate, where there are some 
prospects of anti-co-op amendments being added. 


The World Council of Churches held a conference in 
Geneva recently to discuss methods of converting com- 
munists to Christianity. It was attended by Protestant 
leaders from fifteen countries. Pastor Jean Lassere of 
France, one of the speakers, urged churches to "'turn the 
communist cell technique backwards'’ and bore within 
communist circles. 
tianity can find meeting points in common ideals of justice, 
brotherhood, and mutual service, but declared that ''there 
is the inevitable clash between communism and Chris- 
tianity over the ideas of love and forgiveness and the 
meaning of the cross. Forgiveness is considered by com- 
munists to be weakness. Like the Nazis, they worship 

heroism. - 

The Rev. J. H» Cockburn of England, director of the 
Council's department of reconstruction and inter-church 


aid, was elected chairman of the conference and Edgar. 


G. Homrighausen of the Federal Council of Churches in 
the U.S. was made first vice-chairman. 
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He said that communism and Chris- 
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The Masses Speaking 
Lois Grant PALcHEs * 


Just who is this one Plenty, 

He whose name is heard over and over again 
In songs that laud our land, our America? 
Where does he have his offices 

And what is his telephone number? 

We'd like to meet him. 

We’d like to ask him a few questions. 
Perhaps he could explain some things to us 
If we could only get close to him. 


We'd like to ask “him a few questions— 
Some that keep rising in our minds and will not be silenced. 


For instance—Why isn’t he more sociable? 

Why doesn’t he like more of the people? 

Why does he only accept invitations 

From the four hundred and the extremely clever? 
Why isn’t he seen often_in carpenters’ homes 

And in mining villages? 

Is he afraid? 

Afraid some one might exclaim 

(Seeing him in such humble circumstances) 
“Why, they have Plenty there, and they such common folks— 
No culture at all!” 


These questions keep rising. 

O that Plenty himself might answer them! 
We know they are old questions— 

Older than the prophets of Israel— 

Yet they are new, also, 

As new as to-morrow’s hunger. 


- You say you know him? 


That he’s thought a lot about the things we’re saying? 
He’d like to get around more 

But from way back—from the beginning of civilization— 
He’s been cruelly handicapped— 

Forced to ride around in a wheel chair 


Which he calls—in a tight-lipped way—the Profit Motive? 


Thank you. You’ve explained some things to us. 
You’ve answered some of our questions. 
Still—we’d like to meet him. 

Tell us—Where are his offices? 

Tell us—What is his telephone number? 


* Mrs. Palches is the wife of the Meth g 
Hemeuth tens ethodist pastor at historic 


In "Trade Winds" in The Saturday Review of Literature, 
Bennett Cerf reports that Thomas W. Lamont, a partner 
of J. P. Morgan, who has written the story of his boy- 
hood in a Methodist Parsonage, once visited the country 
church where he had worshipped- as a boy. The minister 
asked for funds to repair the leaking roof, and prayed 
"O Lord, send us succour." Mr. Lamont’ dropped a hun- 


dred-dollar bill into the plate. The preacher announced, 


"The sucker has been provided," 
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The Federation Maillag 


Black River Falls, Wis. 
Friends: 

Kindly place me on the mailing list for the SOCIAL QUESTIONS 
BULLETIN and let me know by early mail what the subscription 
price may be, or the membership plan. I see by the Mareh 
issue (the first I have seen) that I cannot afford to be without 


| this publication. 


Yours yery truly, 
Carl H. Davis 


Chicago, Ill. 
Dear Brethren: 

The February BULLETIN is especially good. It reveals an 
interested and vigorous group of people who are alert and active 
in matters of great importance. 

I am supporting this sentiment with another check—100% 
increase for the Conference year. 

Best wishes for continued service and leadership in the church. 

Cordially, 
Marshall R. Reed 


Athens, Georgia 
Dear Sir: 

I greatly appreciate and believe in the work that the Methodist 
Federation For Social Action is doing. For this reason I am 
enclosing a check for five dollars instead of the regular amount. 
I am sure that there will be something for which you can use 
the remainder. 

Sincerely, 
Mary E. Strong 


Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. McMichael: 

Thank you very much for sending me the resolutions of the 
Methodist Federation For Social Action on the Turkey-Greece 
proposal and on civil liberties. 

It is encouraging to know that an organization like yours has 
taken its place in the forefront to preserve our traditional 


American guarantees of civil liberties and our traditional opposi- 


tion to imperialism in foreign relations. 
Sincerely yours, 
Glen H. Taylor 
United States Senator from Idaho 


Washington, D. C. 
Dear Friend: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your recent letter regarding 
President Truman’s proposal on aid to Greece and Turkey. 

I believe that the maintenance of peace, the promotion of 
human freedom and the orderly development of international 
law depends upon the success of the United Nations. I there- 
fore feel that the United Nations should not be by-passed by 
such unilateral action as Mr. Truman now proposes. — 

I am sure you agree that freedom is the most cherished of 
human goals and should be helped to grow in all countries, but 
to quote Henry Wallace, ‘‘How does support given to the 


undemocratic governments of Greece and Turkey aid the cause — 


of freedom?’’ All possible aid should be given to the peoples 
of the world who are starving and who are ill-clothed and ill- 
housed. If money is loaned or even given to them for purposes 


_ of relief I am all for it, but I would hesitate to see our money 


the speech after it is printed. 


and possibly our boys used to perpetuate in power undemocratic 
or fascist forms of government. , ; 

I expect to speak on the floor of Congress on this question 
at some future date and will be happy to send you a copy of 


- I am sorry I find it necessary to use a form letter in reply 


to your communication. However, inasmuch as I have received 
hundreds of similar letters you will agree, I am sure, that it is 


impossible to reply to each one individually.. a 
With kind regards, I am ee al 
Sincerely yours, : 
. =e ; Arthur G. Klein, M.C. 


— a 
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Letter from Bishop Hartman to 


President Truman 


March 19, 1947 
Honorable Harry 8. Truman 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 
Mr. President: 

May I as President of the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action (unofficial), whose membership includes seventeen Meth- 
odist Bishops and 4,000 ministers and laymen, call your attention 
to a resolution adopted by the March meeting of the Executive 
Committee of which I happen also to be the Chairman. The 
action relates to your proposal for economic and military inter- 
vention in Greece and Turkey, and I have been requested by the 
Committee to say that it deplores the pursuance of such a course, 
especially since it by-passes the United Nations and in our 
opinion carries with it a serious threat of armed conflict. Such 
a struggle might conceivably develop into the ‘‘Holy War’’ 
against which Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, former President of 
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America and Vice 
President of our organization, has uttered repeated warnings. 
It is possible also that the proposal in relation to Greece and 
Turkey might result in the worst depression we have ever known. 
We are, of course, wholeheartedly in favor of feeding hungry 
peoples, but we believe such a service should be carried forward 
on a non-political basis and that the whole proposal be handled 
by the United Nations and not by the unilateral action of any 
one nation. 

Mindful of the right of every American to choose his own 
political party, our Committee was also shocked by Secretary 
Lewis B. Schwellenbach’s proposal to outlaw the Communist 
Party, coming as it did in the same week with Secretary of 
State George Marshall’s definition of democracy which pro- 
vides for: 

‘‘Freely constituted political parties .. . insured the right 
to participate in a free and competitive election system in 
which each is accorded equal opportunity to present its views, 
win adherents and obtain just representation. ’’ 


Any citizen is entitled to the free choice of his political party, 
whether Democratic, Republican, Prohibition, Socialist, Com- 
munist or other. 

Further, our Committee remembers your assurance that with 
the coming of péace you would end your diplomatic representa- 
tion at the Vatican. We respectfully urge you to do so. 

Sincerely yours, 
LEwis O. HARTMAN 
Bishop of the Methodist Church 


Downsville, Louisiana 
March 10, 1947 
Dear Brother Smith: 

Thanks for copy of SociaL QUESTIONS containing the item 
derogatory to the reputation of preachers. 

I wish I had the time and journalistic ability to refute the 
article in question. Preachers are okay. 

I do not have the time to compile the exact figures, but 
here are some of the facts: I have been printing for preachers 
for several years, and have handled thousands of accounts. 
Almost 100% of my work is shipped out without a deposit or 
prepayment—purely ‘‘open account’’ basis. Out of the thou- 
sands of accounts, there are about a dozen which I consider 


~~ hopeless. 


These ‘‘hopeless’’ accounts are those shipped to preachers 
who repeatedly ignore my letters. Some of them have received 
a dozen statements, some of them registered, and I have had 
not a single reply. 

Yes, there are some crooked preachers. But I believe Brother 
Neff’s percentages are wrong somehow. His experience is dif- 
ferent from mine, at least. 

I think Mr. Neff’s attack is a little unfair to the ministry. 

= Corley Holman 


WHY NOT ask your Official Board or Quarterly 
Conference to make a CHURCH CONTRIBUTION | 
to the work of the Federation? Others are doing 

this. 
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Puerto Rico 
(Continued from page 67) 


center of the community there is what is known as a Second 
Unit School, together with an agricultural experiment sta- 
tion. An educational program for children, youth and adults 
is doing a good job in helping these families to use their 
one-acre plots to the best advantage. Rabbits and chickens 
for meat and eggs, a goat to supply the milk, and a variety 
of vegetables to supply the table needs are emphasized. 
There is also an attractive flower garden in front of the 
house. Most of the people in these one-acre home sites are 
earning some money outside, and the acre is to supplement 
the income. Here again it was a refreshing experience to 
visit these homes and to talk to the people in them. A 
new gleam of hope is in their eye. In contrast to the great 
mass of the Puerto Rican people who are still living in 
abject poverty, it is one of the most encouraging develop- 
ments on the social front. If this is socialism, then I am a 
socialist. 

But it is more than socialism—it is Christian, and here 
a word should be said about the church in relation to this 
program. I am happy to report that each of the denomina- 
tions which has work in Puerto Rico is interested and 
participating in this program. Each of them is developing 
rural projects at some centers. Also the Home Missions 
Council, representing the major denominations, has recently 
placed in Puerto Rico a well trained rural minister to work 
with all the rural churches in the island in a program of 
reconstruction. This program involves the training of the 
ministers and helping them to cooperate with the government 
projects, to develop community centers for education and 
health, and to do everythingg possible to encourage a rural 
life program in Puerto Rico that will bring new hope to the 
are people and reflect credit on the church to the glory 
of God. - 


_ “Everybody knows in their bones that something is eternal 


their contrib 


Social Questions Bulletin 


Greece E 

(Continued from page 66) ; 

think of us when we preach “democracy” but act pure 
power politics? ; 

The only answer to the problem is more democracy. Yet 7 
again and again we have shown disregard for the demo- ; 
cratic rights of sister nations. Sometimes as in Greece and 
Spain it has gone beyond mere disregard to open antago- 7 
nism. Or-are we really saying: “We, too, don’t give a 
damn for the Greeks. Stop the Russians, get the oil, save 
the markets, and the hell with “democracy”. 

One autumn afternoon under the rich blue sky of Attica 
and in view of the eternal Parthenon I conducted funeral 
services for eighty-two young Americans who had given 
their lives for- democracy in Greece. It was not their ; 
country but they had died for it. The hundreds of Greeks 
who stood about, bare-headed and silent, knew that the — 
sacrifice had been made for them. Will our government, } 
by its anti-democratic actions in Greece, now declare that 
these young men died in vain? Will we move into the — 
position of Number One World Hypocrite over the bodies 
of our youth? . 

If we really want to aid the Greeks, let’s give them a 
chance to build democracy. If we want to prevent the 
spread of communism, let’s undercut its appeal to misery 
and hunger by helping the Greeks build a social system 
that can meet human needs. If we want to demonstrate — 
our faith in democracy, let’s give unqualified support to — 
the international organization that was set up specifically 
to handle threats to the world’s peace. 

We stand at a critical moment in history. We can move 
ahead to democratic action and moral vindication, or back — 
to military pressure, power politics, and moral condemna- 
tion. Perhaps this is one of the times Abraham Lincoln ~ 
might have visioned when he said: 


“We gained democracy. There is now doubt whether 
it is fit to survive. It is the issue of human rights — 
against property rights: an issue that will continue 
supreme in this country long after Judge Douglass _ 
and I are gone.” 


Race 
(Continued from page 68) 


votes is that people deserve equal opportunities to determine — 
their political destinies. The real reason for allowing people | 
equal opportunities in industries and professions is that, 
abilities being equal, they deserve equitable rewards. 3 

Real foundations for co-operation aren’t to be given, one — 
man to another. They must be recognized, one man in 
another. And as they cannot be given, one to another, — 
it is certain they cannot be taken one from another. On 
the recognition of people as persons alone can be built 
co-operation which will endure, because it deserves to endure. | 
Thornton Wilder has a character in one of his plays say: 


and that something has to do with human beings.” — 
If this belief has been forgotten it must be recalled. If it 

has been neglected it must now a a it nig 

it must be defended. , 
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This is no time to curtail the activities o 
tion, but UNLESS our delinquent members i 
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|) THE GIRL AND THE FERRYMAN. 
Press, N. Y., 1947. 
Pilot Press, Inc., announces for publication on April 23 Ernst 
' Wiechert’s novel ‘‘The Girl and the Ferryman.’’ This book 
i introduces to the American public a prominent German literary 
| man—the only one who remained in Germany during the Nazi 
regime without ceasing his opposition to Hitler. He was interned 
in Buchenwald. Wiechert is the author of five novels, besides 
| several plays, poems and other works. Another novel, ‘‘ The 
Jeromin Children,’’ will be published subsequently by Pilot 
Press, which has acquired rights to most of Wiechert’s existing 
books and his future work. 

‘The Girl and the Ferryman’’ is not a political novel. It is 
a poetic tale of peasant life, close to nature, and containing a 
moving love story. Its theme is the struggle of simple good- 
ness against mysterious forces of evil. First published in 
Germany in 1932, just before Hitler became dictator, it has 
been recognized as a powerful appeal to elemental virtues 
against cynicism and cruelty. 

Wiechert was born in 1887, in a forester’s lodge in East 
Prussia. His early life was that of a hunter, fisherman and 
shepherd; his reading was the Bible and a much-thumbed book 
of poetry. He went through high school and university, and 
then became a teacher at a secondary school, where he was more 
popular with the boys than with the authorities. Since 1933 he 
has lived quietly in the country in South Germany, except for 
lecture tours through Europe and his incarceration in a con- 
centration camp. 

In 1938 Wiechert was arrested and taken to Buchenwald. He 
was subsequently released, but warned personally by Goebbels 
as follows: ‘‘We know that your influence on the youth of the 
country is great and dangerous. If you write one word more, 
or speak one word more, against our State, you will return to 
the camp, but then for as long as you live and with the object 
of destroying you physically.’? Thereafter he was not permitted 
to receive letters or visitors, and kept his pistol beside his bed. 

Ernst Kaiser, one of the translators of ‘‘The Girl and the 
Ferryman,’’ says of Wiechert, ‘‘What gives him a significant 
position now, more than ever, is that the almost mystical purity 
of his moral judgment, which largely accounts for the dignity 
of his writing, has been elevated into a challenge. . . . However, 
his beliefs are not strictly confined to a particular creed; ‘his 
interpretation of Christianity is an idea of humanity.’’ 


By Ernst Wiechert. Pitot 


THE SHORE DIMLY SEEN. By Ellis Arnall. J. B. Lippincott, 
Phila. $2.50. 

_ Ellis Arnall, the former governor of Georgia, contributes 
greatly to the cause of economic and social liberalism in his 
_ book, ‘‘The Shore Dimly Seen.’’ It is required reading for 

all Federation members and others who look for the shore 

dimly seen which will be a land from which injustice, disunity 
and selfish greed are eliminated; a land with ‘‘security for 
all our citizens,’? ‘‘an America in which none is hungry, ill 
_ housed, or insufficiently clothed, or idle, or desperate with fear 
_ for his future and that of his children.’? It can be a land 
4 where we will have ‘‘peace with other nations ...’’ in a 
_ world that ‘‘is one world’’ because men are the same every- 
i where. ‘‘We can have freedom if we make the freedom of 
other men our concern, because no where in all the world can 
_ some men be free, until everywhere all men are free. And they 
_ will be free on the shore dimly seen....’’ | 

His program to achieve this kind of a world challenges both 
the south and the north to move forward. He favors the right 
of all workers to engage in collective bargaining; with much 
better arrangements for working conditions and high income. 
‘He praises the TVA and urges similar projects in various 
parts of the nation. He is keenly aware of the tragedy of 
soil waste, erosion and useless destruction of our natural 
resources, and sees in TVA the reclamation of people as well 
as land. Poll taxes must go, as they did in the state of Georgia 
where the voting age was lowered to eighteen and it was dis- 
c d that the poll tax did not apply to those below 21. 
easy to abolish the whole thing on the slogan, ‘‘No man 
to have to pay for the right to vote.’’ 
liberties are related to ‘‘the erosion ineidetit 0 poverty 
e political weakness that accompanies it. 


He points — 
ose who still believe ‘‘That hunger and freedom are in 
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no wise incompatible. They never met a sharecropper in the 
winter of 1931 and asked him if he was free.’’ Those who 
do not care whether the sharecropper or anyone else is free 
are the ‘‘shortsighted individuals who believe themselves safe 
from typhoid because the slum in which it is raging is across 
the city, although that is where their kitchenmaids return 
home after work.’’ It is perfectly true that liberty is related 
first to the right to life and a decent living. For as Arnall 
ends a chapter on ‘‘The Paradox That Is the South,’’ 
‘“Wherever hunger is, hunger is master.’’ 

Monopolies come in for severe denunciation. They have con- 
spired to reduce the South and the West to a state of colonies, 
held in financial subjection to the northeast. Railroad rates 
which penalize the South and many other shackles must be 
broken before the South will have its chance at life. It is 
this ‘‘northern imperialism’? which keeps the standards of 
living low, and with its low living standards go low educational 
conditions, poor health, poor cultural and social conditions, and 
from which many of the neurotic phobias arise which capitalize 
on sectionalism and racism. 

Northerners who read this book may expect more about the 
race question than Arnall gives. He advocates justice and 
larger opportunity for Negroes, and would give political and 
economic opportunity. Isn’t that about what the Negro wants 
anyway? At least as an immediate first step? Why condemn 
Arnall for failing to go all out for racial equality when very 
few individuals and no cities or states, north or south, provide 
true equality? The rigid pattern of race in our nation is an 
indictment of the whole nation, not merely the South. Let the 
Yankee refrain from throwing the first stone until he has 
done all possible to include his section in the colossal task of 
removing all segregation, all discrimination and all inequality. 

One could wish for a sharper analysis of the true nature of 
our economic system. ‘The descriptions of fascism and the 
remedies are very good; he does not hesitate to warn of Ameri- 
can brands of fascism. But in general he seems to think that 
with the extension of liberties into educational, political and 
other areas that monopolies can be curbed and plenty provided 
for all. He is willing to fight monopolies to preserve ‘‘indi- 
vidual enterprise,’’ but too fondly seems to hope for a coop- 
erative day to come out of competitive conflicts without 
fundamental reorganization. At times he trumpets the achieve- 
ments of his party, and the glories of his administration. This 
theme, while it may seem unnecessary to some northerners, 
probably makes it that much more readable to Georgia audi- 
ences. And a book like this is sorely needed in the south, 
as well as everywhere. 

It would be well to forget some of the unhappy chapters 
on penal systems, educational lacks, and pretty terrible poverty 
as one reads this forecast of a new world. For the book is 
really a shout of triumph for the progressive forces of the 
better South. Which means, of course, a better America, and 


a better world. 
Wayne White © 


One cannot too strongly condemn this ee 
balderdash about "persons assumed to be pure white." 
Anybody who looks like a white person is white, and to 
call such a person a Negro is laughable. Whoever heard 
of a "pure" black couple with some remote white ancest 

producing light children? If a rule will not work bot 
ways, it is not science. If one drop of “Negro blood" 
makes a white person a Negro, then one drop of "white 


blood" makes a black person white!—George S. Schuyler, 


in Views and Reviews in the Pittsburgh Courier. 
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Dulles Labelled “American Churchill : 


The Rev. William Howard Melish, chairman of the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, labelled 
John Foster Dulles the “American Churchill” in a state- 
ment issued by the Couneil. 

Rev. Melish asserted that Dulles’ addréss before the 
National Publishers’ Association, which called for a federal- 
ized Germany integrated within a Western European blog, is 
a move to “counter and check-mate the Soviet Union.” 

“Delivered just four days before the induction of General 
George C. Marshall to the post of Secretary of State,” Rey. 
Melish stated, “this speech constituted a Republican man- 
date, or ultimatum, to General Marshall. It indieated the 
kind of policy he is to follow, if he is to have the support 
of a Republican Congress.” 

The statement went on to say that the timing of the speech 
was “an invitation to deadlock” at the forthcoming Moscow 
Conference: 

“.. this spokesman of the Republican leadership demands 
the repudiation of the Potsdam Agreement and the abroga- 
tion of the reparations agreements. He holds out to the 
German reactionaries and cartel interests the prospect of 
splitting western industrial Germany from the rest of Ger- 
many and making it the economic base for a western’ Kuro- 
pean bloc under the hegemony of the United States. To 
require these things of our negotiators in advance is to 
torpedo the forthcoming Moscow Conference and to invite 
a deadlock.” 

Rev. Melish also charged Mr. Dulles with advocating war 
against the Soviet Union, and “anticipating that the people 
will be alarmed at the national risks involved in such a 
war, he (Dulles) hastens to assure us that the Soviet Union 
is weak and will have to submit to our dictates.” 

“To quiet any misgivings on the part of other nations as 
to the practicability of such a plan, Mr. Dulles, as did Hitler 
before him, is stressing the weakness of the Soviet Union 
and her inability to counteract such a bloc directed against 
her,” the statement said. 

Rev. Melish asserted that since the United Nations organ- 
ization and charter “pre-supposes the co-existence of dif- 
ferent systems and permanent collaboration for peace among 
all nations,’ Mr. Dulles could not support it sincerely, be- 
cause his “whole philosophy is based on the irreconcilability 
of our own and the Soviet system, and the inevitability of 
conflict. If such thinking is to determine American foreign 
policy, it will mean that the United States will either con- 
stantly be undermining the basic principles of the United 
Nations by attempting to force it into American patterns 
or increasingly will withdraw from its policies.” 

Rev. Melish assailed Dulles’ conception of moral leader- 
ship, charging that he ignored “the fact that moral leader- 
ship in the world cannot be attained by coercion or on the 
kind of cynical basis so amply summed up by himself in the 
phrase ‘put up or shut up.’ Begrudging the Soviet Union 
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the moral leadership that it has attained, unwilling to share 
in it, he at the same time bewails the fact that America is 
losing moral leadership.” 

American-Soviet friendship is essential, Rev. Melish said, 
“If we are to live in peace and security in a world 
composed of different political-economie systems, each con- 
tributing to the maintenance of peace through agreement 
and cooperation.” 


A woman social worker called on a poverty-stricken 
housewife with a brood of dirty, hungry children and a 
drunken husband. A woman-to-woman talk ensued, during 
which the poor mother unfolded her miserable story— 
hunger and privation, two boys headed for the reform 
school, and a drunken husband who loafed and stole the 
rent money. To make the unfortunate woman more com- 
fortable, the social worker had confided a few minor 
details of her own personal life, including the fact that 
she was a spinster. ~ 

Hearing of her visitor's unmarried state, the housewife 
was filled with pity and compassion. 

"Oh, deary,"' she sobbed, "'! can feel for you. Ain't it 


hell to be an old maid?” The Wall St. Journal 
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